
October 10th & 11th, 2020 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings, and I hope you and your family are well as we enter more deeply into Autumn and 

prepare for the colder months ahead. God’s blessings are abundant – let us be grateful for His 

goodness toward His children! Thank you for your continued support in so many ways – 

faithfully, prayerfully, voluntarily, financially. Your faithful sacrifices help lead people to God in 

ways that are seen and unseen. Strengthened by grace, let us keep up the good work that God 

asks us to do to His praise and glory and the salvation of souls! 
 

As noted in the bulletin, there will be no daily Masses for the next couple of weeks as I will be 

away from Monday, October 12th through Friday, October 23rd. Please note that the Stations of 

the Cross will be led by Fr. Maurice Roy at 6PM at St. Louis on Friday, October 16th, and Fr. 

David Theroux, SSE, will be covering the Masses next weekend (October 17th & 18th). 
 

I also write to update you on several items both at the diocesan level and in the parish. 
 

Diocese: 

1. 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

a. The parish has raised 68% ($25,854) of its goal of $37,938. Thank you for your 

support. 
 

2. Christ Our Hope Capital Campaign – (As a point of clarification, this diocesan campaign 

is different from, but running simultaneously to, the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal). 

a. You should have received a mailing with a ‘pledge amount ask’ for the diocesan-

wide Capital Campaign that Bishop Coyne desired, initiated, and recently 

launched. Our parish has been assigned the goal of $192,000, and of the funds 

raised, 60% will support parish needs, with the other 40% supporting diocesan 

initiatives. I understand that for some, a financial gift may not be possible at this 

time – that’s okay – please give and support through your prayerful efforts.  For 

others, the amount requested by the diocese may not be feasible for your current 

situation, but you may contribute at a different level. Thank you for the ways you 

do support this initiative. (More detailed information can be found in the mailing 

and on the website at: www.christourhopevt.org). 

Parish: 

1. St. Louis 

a. Water & Electrical 

i. Work on the water lines to the church has been completed, resulting in 

water coming to the church directly from the main line. The electrical 

wiring has also been addressed but needs a few more modifications for the 

project to be fully complete. Updating both utility items enhances the 

safety and energy efficiency of the St. Louis property, while also making it 

more economical. 
 

b. Rectory 

i. Following many years of vacancy, the St. Louis Rectory has fallen into 

non-use and disrepair, which has rendered it no longer necessary. 

Recently, the building was emptied of its contents and an asbestos 

abatement was completed. The diocese has granted permission for the 

http://www.christourhopevt.org/


structure’s demolition and removal. Removal of the Rectory will decrease 

annual insurance and other miscellaneous costs to the parish. In 

consultation with the Parish Finance Committee and having received a 

reasonable quote for the levelling of the building and removal of its debris, 

the structure will be torn down. No date has been set, but notification will 

be provided once a date has been confirmed. 

2. Nativity 

a. Parish Center Roof 

i. In the last couple of weeks, the metal roof on the Parish Center was 

mechanically seamed, to reinforce its safety and integrity, and snow 

guards were installed to provide better protection from falling snow and 

ice. 
 

b. Old sign  

i. The old church sign and brick structure were removed this week. The 

underground electrical is ready to be extended forward to illuminate the 

new sign. 
 

c. Stained-Glass Window Restoration/Preservation 

i. After 95 years of little maintenance, the stained-glass windows are no 

longer resting flush within their frames but are bowing outward. This 

‘bowing’ compromises the integrity of the windows and needs special 

attention. As you can imagine, this is no small project, either logistically 

or financially. The centenary anniversary of the foundation stone of the 

current Nativity church is just a few years away in 2025. It will take much 

time for the work on the windows to be addressed and completed, and 

significant financial sacrifices to raise the necessary funds, but this multi-

year project leading to one of our parish church’s milestone anniversaries 

is a tremendous endeavor. 
 

The scope of this project is substantial and many hands will be needed – 

prayerfully, logistically, and financially – to be successful. A committee is 

working on obtaining estimates for the scope of work so that further 

details and specifics can be presented as we move forward (ie. cost of the 

entire project; cost per window; timing and duration of the work, etc.). 

Some donations toward this project have already been received, and 

further donations can be made by contacting the Parish Office. Although 

this is a considerable undertaking, it is exciting and something truly 

worthwhile that will inspire many generations to come. As we begin this 

project together, please pray that God may bless this work and all engaged 

in it! 
 

Stay tuned for updates and more specifics in the coming weeks and months.  In the meantime, 

know of my continued prayers for you, and I thank you for your continued prayers for me.  
 

Keep the faith; stay out of trouble; and no speeding!  
 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


